
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



620 THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE REVIEW 

of their subject. The story of a tide waiter's grievances plays as promi- 
nent a part in their pages as does the parliamentary controversy 
with the king over tonnage and poundage, and the Bates' case is dis- 
missed in fewer lines than are needed for any one of the dozens of exam- 
ples of smuggling exploits. All that relates to the period before 1500 
is practically of no value because the authors have no comprehension 
of the character of mediaeval institutions. For the later period their 
grasp is firmer, but even for that period the treatment is without order 
or unity, and the reader will search in vain for a continuous account 
of any particular subject. The book throws no light on plantation 
customs, though it occasionally mentions them, and some important 
aspects, such as the work of the American board of customs commis- 
sioners are passed by without a word, though in this particular instance 
the commission of the board is printed in the appendix. 

It is difficult to see who will profit from this book. The scholar will 
rarely use it, the official, never. The public will hardly find interest 
in pages where the paragraphs follow each other like the entries in a 
note book. The style possesses no distinction; it is frequently undig- 
nified and colloquial and is marred by words that are not usually found 
in a serious work. The public is not generally deceived by the catch- 
penny device here employed of poking fun at historical characters. 

Charles M. Andrews. 



Modern Constitutions. By Walter F. Dodd. (Chicago: The Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press. 1909. Two volumes. Pp. xxiii, 351; 
xiv, 334.) 

These volumes present in excellent English translation the funda- 
mental laws of twenty-two of the most important states of the world. 
The collection includes the constitutions of practically all the Euro- 
pean states, those of Mexico, Argentina, Chile and Brazil in North 
America, and those of Japan and the Australian Commonwealth in the 
Orient. The primary aim of the collection is to furnish texts for use 
in college courses in comparative constitutional law. The hope is 
expressed, however, that the work may be found of value to lawyers 
and to public men. Each constitution contains all amendments in 
force at the end of the year 1906 and in the case of Austria the new 
changes of January, 1907, are included. Notes are also added concern- 
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ing the more recent suffrage amendments to the constitutions of Nor- 
way, Spain, Sweden and Russia. The text of each constitution except 
that of the United States is preceded by a brief historical sketch and 
also a critical bibliographical list. There is also a brief general bibliog- 
raphy of the most important historical works, constitutional compila- 
tions and general treatises on comparative constitutional law. In 
general it may be said that Dr. Dodd has performed his task in a 
scholarly manner. Great care has evidently been taken to secure in 
every case the latest and correct texts, and to provide accurate transla- 
tions of the technical terms employed. This collection, with that of 
the Latin-American constitutions recently prepared by Dr. Radrigues 
and published by the International Bureau of American Republics, 
places within convenient reach of students most of the constitutions 
now in force — at least most of those that are likely to be studied. 



Index Analysis of the Federal Statutes, Together with a Table of Repeals 
and Amendments. By George Winfield Scott, Ph.D., LL.B. 
and Middleton G. Beaman, A.B., LL.B. Volume i. (1873-1907) : 
General and Permanent Law in the Revised Statutes of 1873 and 
the Statutes at Large 1873-1907 (vols. 18-34). (Washington: 
Government Printing Office. 1908.) 

It is a hopeful sign that the making of this index, instead of being 
treated, as is usually done, as mere clerical work, was committed to 
trained and expert hands. The working out of a well-ordered plan of 
headings and subheadings involves a systematic analysis of the whole 
body of tatutory material. Such an index as this may therefore well 
be looked upon as a first step in the scientific treatment of legislation. 
The connection of work of this kind with the problem of the drafting of 
statutes is pointed out by the authors of the index when they say: "If 
our legislators are to have the assistance of statute-law specialists — 
draftsmen — they must see to it that a requisite technical experience 
is provided with which to train them. Perhaps, the most economical 
and, at the same time, certain way to provide such a training is to author- 
ize the preparation of guides to the various sorts of statute-law materials 
and to require that these guides should be made by those who would 
train themselves as draftsmen. The British parliament, whose recent 
statutes are models of form and phrase, found that the preparation of 
such legislative tools accomplished a twofold result: first, it made readily 



